Items needed for a mobile office
1) Laptop computer. It is recommended that you purchase a new laptop computer. Make sure it includes a wireless network card. The item name for the network card will look something like 802.11b/g Wireless Networking. This type of network will give you assess to the Internet while you are out on the road.

It is also recommended to get a name brand laptop such as HP, Dell, Sony or Toshiba.

2) Internet access. Wireless Internet access is called WiFi. There are 3 solutions to choose from. In all cases Internet access will be listed as Wifi.

a) Free Wifi hot spot – these are free to use, but limited in the number of locations. You can look up the free Wifi hot Spots by going to http://www.wififreespot.com
b) AT&T – AT&T gives you WiFi access at airports, Barnes and Nobel and McDonalds for $1.99 a month if you are already an AT&T customer.

c) Starbucks – This is run by T-Mobile and is $9.95 a day or $29.95 a month for unlimited access to the Internet at Starbucks

3) Fax to email. There are 2 services that we recommend

a) efax - http://www.efax.com
This is a free service. You will need to pay a monthly free if you want a local area code. This is a good service, but you need a special piece of software from Efax to view the fax on your computer

b) Innoport - http://www.innoport.com/
Provides fax to email as well as voice mail service for as low as $3.95 a month. With this service faxes are received in a common picture format so no extra software is required.

4) Mobile Printer


There are several options to choose from. What you want is a portable printer. HP, and Epson make exceptional products in this category. Stay away from photoprinters. These usually only print on 4x6 paper and you need one that will print on 8.5 by 11. A good resource for printers and other computer hardware is www.tigerdirect.com
5) Portable Phone – There are 2 options in this category. 

a) The first is a cell phone. This is the preferred choice because you are truly mobile and you are not relying on an Internet Connection

b) A voice over IP (VOIP) phone is a good choice if you are on a tight budget. Vonage and Skype (Pronounced Sky Pee) are good choices in this category. Both services require a computer and an Internet connection
6) Laptop bag


There are 2 basic types in this category. The briefcase model and the backpack model. The model you choose depends solely on preference. Swiss Gear is one of the leaders in this category and make a wide variety of durable laptop bags.

7) Backing up data


I recommend 2 different ways to backup and sync data. It is recommended to make regular backups of any critical data. Both methods you will have to manually copy the data from one drive to another
a) Using a jump drive. These are also called thumb drives, flash drives or USB drives. These are small compact drives that plug into the computers USB port. The computer usually automatically recognizes the drive and it becomes available. On tigerdirect.com I saw them for as low as $80 for an 8 gig drive.

b) Another alternative is to use a website. You can purchase a domain for the sole purpose of storing critical data. The benefit of doing this is the website server is usually very secure, and offers anywhere from 500meg to several gig of storage at a very affordable price. I recommend GoDaddy as a good resource for this. The draw back to this alternative is you need an Internet connection to view and retrieve the data.
8) Portable scanner


It was asked in the meeting for a portable printer/scanner combination. This does not exist because having both in the same unit would make the unit to big and bulky to be practical as a portable. Portable scanners will always be a edge feed device. A flat bed model in a portable does not exist because it would not be practical. I found 2 devices on TigerDriect that I feel would do the job.

a) Plustek Smart Office PS252 Scanner - $359.99

It looks like it is easier to use and more durable. It can sit on a desk and has a paper bin so you can scan multi-page documents easily.

b) Genius - ColorPage SF600 - Portable Sheetfed Scanner - $79.99

This is a less expensive alternative to the other scanner. To operate this unit you will need to hold the unit, and insert each individual page. The benefit of this device is that it is more portable but it might not be as easy to use as the Smart Office model.

9) Remote Control software.


There are several software packages that offer the ability to remote control a computer. This gives you the ability to have a main computer system at an office and assess data files across the internet. Some choices are PC Anywhere and LapLink. I recommend Go To My PC, www.gotomypc.com this service is free try for the first 30 days. After the first 30 days it is $19.95 a month. The benefit of using this GoToMyPC is that you don’t need to download install and configure any software. Also using GoTOMyPC assures you that the data line is secure.
10) Portable Desk


These are desks that can be set up in a car or truck to give you the flexibility of working mobile with out having to find a coffee shop or restaurant. I found 2 resources for portable desks. I would recommend looking at both. For this item it comes down to personal preference
a) http://www.yourmobiledesk.com – This company offers a wide variety of portable desks that are tailor made to specific vehicles

b) http://www.americanvan.com – This company also offers portable desks, but the vehicle type is more generic.
Product recommendations – Technology constantly changes. As of right now, the following table summarizes my recommendations. To keep up with the changing trends in computer technology, I recommend periodically reviewing www.zdnet.com
	
	Inexpensive
	Mid Range
	High Range

	1.  Laptop

  *Never buy Refurbished

  *If using XP operating system, you need 500 meg of memory

  *If using Vista operating system, you need 2 gig of memory
	Go to TigerDirect.com

(This is only an example, products and prices change daily for computers)

HP Compaq Presario V5304US Notebook PC

AMD Sempron Processor 3300+ 2.0GHz

802.11b/g Wireless

512MB DDR

80GB HDD

CDRW/DVD Combo15.4" WXGA

Windows XP Home SP2

$569.99
	Dell Inspiron 6400

Power & Versatility

Powerful multi-purpose system for advanced multimedia and productivity applications

Up to Intel® Core™ 2 Duo Processor

Genuine  Windows Vista™ or

Genuine  Windows® XP operating systems

Up to 15.4" WSXGA+ display with TrueLife™

Starting at 6.18 lbs 

$699
	Dell Precision M65

Workstation Power, Notebook Mobility

Certified mobile workstation performance and reliability for high-end and graphics-intensive applications. Dedicated North American-based technical support.

Intel® Core™ 2 Duo dual-core processors

Genuine  Windows Vista™ or

Genuine  Windows® XP operating systems

Vibrant 15.4" UltraSharp™ and active matrix (TFT) wide aspect displays

ISV certified and starting at 6.11 lbs

$1,429


	2.  Internet Access
	Free Wifi 

– check wififreespot.com
	AT&T
Offers Wifi at Barns and Nobel and McDonalds

$1.99/month if you are an existing AT&T customer
	Starbucks
T-Mobil has an exclusive contract with Starbucks.  

$9.95/day or 

$29.95/month

Plus any coffee you drink



	3.  Fax to Email
	Efax
Free
	Innoport
$3.95/Month
	PatLive

(they offer more remote services than any other company)

$4.95 Sign up 
$9.95 monthly service charge 
includes 50 calls* 
4.9¢ per automated minute



	4.  Mobile Printer
**Don’t buy refurbished
	Go to TigerDirect.com

(This might change as product and technology progress)

HP Deskjet 460C / 1200 x1200 / 17 ppm / Wireless / Inkjet / Printer

Experience true mobile freedom! The light Deskjet 460c will deliver you professional-quality reports, brochures, and photos—no PC required.

$159.99

	Go to TigerDirect.com

(This might change as product and technology progress)

HP Deskjet 460CB Printer

Experience mobile freedom and leave a lasting impression with professional-looking color reports, brochures, and documents in laser quality.

$234.99
	Go to TigerDirect.com

Only 2 printers were listed on Tiger Direct

	Portable Phone
	Skype
Requires a computer with Internet Access.

Free
	Vonage
(Unlimited local long distance)

$24.95/month + Tax

Requires a computer with Internet Access


	Cell Phone
Varies with plan and carrier

	Laptop Bag
	This is more personal preference. A good resource is Office Max or Tiger Direct
	
	

	Backing up Data
	USB flash drives are the least expensive way to back up data. The technology is constantly improving This could range for $10-$20 for 1 gig to $150-200 for 16gig. How much data you are backing up determines how much space you need.
	Backing up to a website.
This would include the domain name, and hosting. It also requires some knowledge of the internet to properly upload and down load the files.

The cost of this is less than $10 for the domain name on GoDaddy and about $10/month for hosting on godaddy
	CA ARCserve® Backup r11.5 for Windows 

Provides data backup and data recovery for all Windows server systems as well as Windows, Linux, Mac OS X, Netware and UNIX client environments.

http://ca.com/us/
$775.00;

	Portable Scanner
	Genius - ColorPage SF600 Scanner

$79.99
	Plustek Smart Office PS252 Scanner

$359.99
	

	Remote Control Software
	Go To My PC
www.gotomypc.com

$19.95/month
	PC Anywhere
www.symantec.com
$199.95 – This is a software download
	VPN (Virtual Private Network)
Most companies like AT&T and MCI can provide this, and the price will vary depending on how much traffic and security you need.

	Portable Desk
	This is more personal preference. A good resource is www.yourmobiledesk or americanvan.com
	
	


